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Why Use Coated 
Products

All timber, if left uncoated, will patina down to a stunning silver-grey colour. However, planning restrictions 

sometimes require coatings to be applied to keep designs in line with their surroundings. Alternatively, a 

coated finish can retain the natural colour or change the colour altogether to a more solid/opaque finish.

Types of Coating

Opaque finishes have the longest maintenance intervals - these coatings offer a thicker barrier against UV 

rays and can be offered in most RAL solid colours. 

Translucence finishes offer a more natural appearance to the timber substrate by allowing more UV light to 

penetrate the timber surface. These types of coatings are available in most wood colours and offer a more 

natural appearance for those who want to retain a traditional timber finish.

Sacrificial finishes / Aged Grey are for projects where indifferent weathering on various elevations is a 

concern but no additional coating will be applied. This coating is ideal for achieving that natural grey finish 

without waiting for the weathering processes to  occur naturally.
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For Best Performance

1.	 Select a high grade of timber (as few knots as possible). 
2.	 Avoid knotty timber, any knots or cracked knots within a coated cladding will allow water to ingress 

into the timber.
3.	 Choose the right profile along with the correct specie. The profile should ideally be secret fixed and 

have a minimum of 3mm radius on any edges.
4.	 Ensure the correct surface finish is specified. A standard machined finish isn’t always good enough. 

A sanded finish or a textured finish works better with specific coatings.
5.	 The cladding should be installed with suitable gapping. Depending on the species the gap required 

will vary (speak to our sales office for more information).
6.	 Ventilation to the boards is a must. Any trapped moisture will cause the coating to fail and the 

cladding to move/cup.
7.	 Stainless steel fixings must be used to avoid any reactions between the tannins within the timber.
8.	 Wherever possible we advise using a secret fix profile. Any face fixed profiles will pierce the coating 

and again allow moisture to ingress around the fixing points.
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Maintenance

For timber to retain its beauty and the coating to offer the highest level of performance, it is necessary 
to carry out some simple standard maintenance. It is recommended that regular cleaning and 
inspections are carried out to ensure that any issues can be highlighted and repaired.  
 
Please note some species suffer from natural tannin bleed, especially from knots, which can stain or 
leave a liquid resin on the surface. This will not affect the integrity of the coating, please contact the 
coating manufacturer on how to remove safely. 
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Storage

Make sure the timber is secure and cannot be damaged by construction works or traffic. Always 
protect timber or wood products on site, handling with care.  
 
Store timber and wood products under adequate cover such as extra thick tarpaulin. This should 
protect the products from the weather and other contaminates such as site dust. Do not store timber 
in a new building, even for a few days, the atmosphere is likely to be too damp until all concrete, mortar 
and plaster have had time to dry fully. You can use a shed or garage for storing timber but it must be 
clean, dry, well ventilated and not subject to extreme temperatures.

Remove any transportation packaging prior to storage to allow ventilation. This is to avoid condensation 
and reduce the chance of cross contamination - packaging is to ensure products are delivered to site 
safely only. Avoid storing in direct sunlight. Timber intended for out of ground contact should be stored 
on suitable bearers, away from running or standing water.  
 
Factory coated timber will be packaged with protective interleafing. If re-stacking on site, ensure this 
interleafing remains between the timber to avoid it sticking together. Boards should be stacked in a way 
to minimise the weight placed upon them and maximise the airflow between stacks.

https://www.vincenttimber.co.uk/


Please get in touch with us on sales@vincenttimber.co.uk at vincenttimber.co.uk or on  

0121 772 5511  if there’s anything you need.

Coating Longevity 

Although multiple tests have been carried out on various coatings, some coatings generally have a 
short life expectancy. Oils and thinner water-based coatings tend to last upto 18-24 months (guide 
only) while thicker, film build coatings can last up to 5 years. This will however, vary on profile, elevation, 
project location, specie and most importantly the colour (darker pigmented colours tend to last longer).  
 
The clearer (less pigmented) the colour, the more UV light will pass through the film and cause the 
coating to erode quicker. The darker the colour the more protection it has against the suns UV rays, 
which leads to longer coating life. 

Louvres & Vertical Cladding 

As standard practice we advise that tops and bottoms of any vertical boards, whether it’s cladding or 
louvres, should be mitred/tapered (with end grain sealer being applied) to ensure water doesn’t ingress 
into the timber. Should any alterations be made to the profile i.e. cut, drilled or slotted, it is good practice 
to apply end seal and colour coating to the altered area . 
 
Any damage to the coated face should be repaired to stop any water ingress in the coating.
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